Queensland Government

Cabinet – March 2023
Update on government achievements and investment in the Townsville Region
Premier and Minister for the Olympics and Paralympic Games

1. The Townsville region is known for its stunning natural beauty and locality to some of Australia’s most prolific natural wonders, including the Great Barrier Reef, the heritage listed Wet Tropics Rainforest, and Magnetic Island. The region’s tourism, agriculture, mining and defence industries are key contributors to Queensland’s economy.
2. The Queensland Government is supporting the region through an investment of $996 million for productivity-enhancing infrastructure and capital works in the 2022–23 State Budget, estimated to support around 3100 jobs. This includes the Townsville Ring Road (Stage 5) project, the Bruce Highway Townsville Northern Access Intersections Upgrade, the Burdekin Falls Dam Raising and Improvement Project, and the Haughton Pipeline project.
3. The government is investing $1.2 billion for better health services for the Townsville Hospital and Health Service. This includes a major expansion of the Townsville University Hospital. From March 2015 to March 2022 there has been a growth of 289 extra nurses and 182 extra doctors.
4. The government is investing $41 million to maintain, improve and upgrade schools in the Townsville region. Since March 2015, there has been a growth of 34 extra teacher aides. The government is upgrading school facilities including:
· Pimlico State High School – performing arts facility, skills development and training facilities and additional classrooms
· Townsville Community Learning Centre – a State Special School 
· Ayr State High School – a new hall.
5. The government is delivering better emergency services in the Townsville region. From March 2015 to March 2022 there has been a growth of 46 extra ambulance officers and 77 extra police officers. The government is investing in facilities including:
· a replacement Kirwin police facility
· a northern region emergency services complex.
6. Cabinet noted the government achievements and investment in the Townsville Region. 
7. Attachments:
· Nil.
